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MIDST the innumerable Bleſſings 
accruing to this Church and Nation 
from the late glorious Reformation, 1 
of there has been ſtill Room for the 4 
Complaints of all good Men, upon the Accoutit 4 
of ſome few Things, either brought upon us, 


2 . 
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or, at leaſt, not remedy'd by that excellent 


Work. One of theſe has deſerved a Place in 


our Pablick Liturgy, I mean our want of Au- 
tient Diſcipline ; for the Reſtauration of which, 
we are obliged, once a Year, to make our 


publick Lament and ſolemn Prayer to Al- 


mighty God. The Second is, the general Lom 
Eftate of the Clergy. And the Laſt which I ſhall 
here mention, 1s the almoſt Beggerly Condition 
of the greateſt Part of their Widows. And this 
is that for which I am at preſent con- 
There has been no Age of the Church, (at 
leaſt ſince thoſe Times, in. which the firſt 
Settlements were made in Favour of the 
Clergy) more abounding in Acts of Piety and 
Charity, than this preſent. Witneſs the ma- 
ny Charity- Schools that have, of late, been e- 
rected; the many Hoſpitals that have been 
built and endowed; ſome for the Poor in ge- 
neral, others for the peculiar Maintenance of 

Clergymens Widows. To which might. be ad- 
ded, a long Account of other publick and 
88 for the Uke Charitable Ends; 
which, for Brevity's fake, I omit to mention. 
Theſe ſeem to be Arguments of an extraor- 
dinary Grace of God, beſtowed upon the 
Church of England; that now, in ſo great a 
Trial of Affliction, (partly from the Depreda- 
tions of our Popiſb Anceſtors, and partly from 
an unuſually long and expenſive War) even 
her great Poverty has thus abounded to the 
Riches of Liberality. So that, if *twere ever 
ſea ſonable, it ſhould now ſeem very — 
100 533 | N 0, 


8 81 1 
ſs; to offer to publick View, ſome probable 
E towards the Remedying that Evil, 
which all Charitable Perſons (at leaſt of our 
Cotnmunion) have fo long lamente. 
What I intend, or indeed can offer, to | 
this End will, at beſt, be but an Eſſay: | 
Or, if it prove but an intelligible Hint to thoſe 
my Superiors, and others, whoſe Souls are bet- 
e to bring a large Deſign to its Per- 
ion, it will be more than I can well expect, 
from tlie preſent Senſe of my own ſcanty 
Comprehenſion. bs 6d 
For which, as well as other Reaſons, I am 
far from being ſo ſanguine, as to attempt to 
pave my Way, by endeavouring to leſſen a- 
ny other good Deſign, either of Charity at 
large, or for Clergymens Widows in particular, 
which have been enter'd upon by others. 
Let every Man be admitted to diſpoſe of his 
own as he pleaſes; that is, as we muſt needs 
fuppoſe, in that Way, which, upon the whole 
Matter, he moſt approves of, as tending to God's 
Glory, and the publick Good. If the follow- 
ing Propoſal be admitted by ſuch well-diſpos'd 
Perſons, as tending to theſe good Ends, and in 
its Meaſures practicable, there is no b 
but, in due Time, ſome good Effect of it will 
appear; Whereas if it be found impracticable, 
(of which, after all my Thoughts and Deſires, 
1 yet profeſs my ſelf unafſured) I am ſure it 
will prove but ati odious Character, to have 
attempted, for the ſake of this, to ſhew the 
Imperfefions or Inconveniencies (either ahſo- 
A 1 


£61. 
lute or comparative) of any other good De- 
ſign. 
Fe Mehod 'T Thall proceed i in ſhall be; 
Firſt, To lay down ſome of the moſt general 
Rules and Orders of the whole Def in one 
View, which I beg Leave to . The | Bod 


of the Propoſal. . 


"' Secondly, To enquire into the Ways and 
Means 0 raiſing ſuch Sums, as may be ſuffi- 
cient for the Ends of it: Which I ſhall here- 
after call,” The Methoas of the Bank”s Increaſe. 


1 Thirdly, „, and laſtly, To ſhew the Benefits 
accruing to thoſe erſons, in whoſe Hands 
theſe ſuppoſed Sums * to be lodged. Which 
I {hall Piney iſh by Name + The Bank's 


wp fg "and fo me in the firſt Place 
to, 


Cc H AP. 9 80 ub 
The Body of the Propolal. 


1. E a Eöhgderable Number of Gentle- 
; men, and others of large Eſtates, unite, 
to give ſufficient Security for the Difpoſal, as 
hereafter directed, of all Sums of Money de- 
way in their Hands, from any Part Eng- 
nd, for the Uſe and Advantage of Chergy- 
mens Widows. 
© II. Let the Security given, be contrived in 
the ſateſt and Dore Manner, that it may be, as 


little 


\ 


nnd. Lo 
little as poſſible, in the Power of ill Men to 
enrich theinſelves, by defrauding the Widow 
and the Fatherleſs: And alſo for the moſt ea- 
fie and ſhort Way of paying them their Pro- 


fits, hereafter to be mentioned. 


III. For this End, let Care be taken of the 
* Characters of the Perſohs aforeſaid, to 
e admitted into the Number of Receivers 


and Securities; and alſo particularly of their 


real Worth, in Money or Land, or rather 


chiefly the laſt: And let a certain Quantity of 


immoveable Eſtate be fix d upon, as à neceſſa- 
ry Condition of being admitted into this So- 
o B 
IV. Let theſe Securities (Which, for Eaſe of 
ſpeaking, I ſhall call the Ban) obtain ſuch pub- 
lick Charter, as they judge moſt conducive, 


to their own honeſt Deſigns of Gaining, an 


for the Benefit of thoſe, for whoſe ſake they 


8 


are thus incorporated. 


v. For the Neception of all Monies deſign- 


ed for this Uſe, Let a known Place, or Office, 


be appointed, with proper Officers attending; 


maintain'd alone at the Bank's Expence. 


VI. In this Office, Let a Book or Regiſter 
be kept, wherein the Names of all the Bi- 
ſhopricks, Deanaries, Pariſhes, Cc. in England, 


are orderly digeſted. Anſwerable to each 


which, Let a Blank be left, in whickr to record 
each Sum, Benefactor's Name, Time of Pay- 


ment, t. And let this Book be open, to be 
peruſed by all Comers, either Gratis, or for a 
wap fel} Doefd'to 5 507 2050 199 10 35010904, | 
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VII. At the Time of the Receipt of any 
| * of Money, Let a Note or Ticket be given 


by the Receiver, (with a certain Seal or Stamp) 
including the Sum received; the Place, or 
Pariſh, for which 'tis deſigned, c. And let 


this Ticket be paſted into the publick Regi. 


Ker: of the faid Place, or Pariſh, or preſerved | 


L 


elſewhere in ſafe Hands. 


* - 


VIII. Let the Benefit of theſe fu pos'd Sums, 
accrue only to ſuch Widows as {hall be here- 


-after, and not to any that are Widows at the 
Times of their being paid, or delivered into 


the Bank. | | To 
TX. Let the Bank be obliged to receive, and 
ſecure-for: all Monies 6ffer*d to them. Unleſs 
a Clergyman's being extreme old, or upon 


his Dearh-Bed, at the Time of offering them, 


be admitted as a Reaſon for refuſing to receive 


them. This is ſubmitted to better Judgments. 


X. The Benefit ariſing from the ſeveral 
Juppos'd Sums paid into the Bank, is ſuppos'd 
to be an Annuity, or yearly Payment for Life, 
to thoſe Widows in particular, to whom they 
{hall become due, by the Rules of this Society. 
NI. Each Sum of Money given in for this 
Uſe, is ſuppos'd to be given and received, fot 


the Benefit of the Widow of ſome particular 
Pariſh, or benefic'd Clergyman, of ſuch or 


| ſuch a particular Place, ( ſuppoſing there be any 


ſuch Widow) for ever. 


XII. Any Widow may be red od receive 
two or more diſtinct Annuities for Life, upon the 
Account of her being the Relict of two or more 
Clergymen ſucceſſively, whoſe Places or Be- 
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[9] | 
nefices have had the good Fortune to have 
been endowed . 

XIII. But no Widow is to enjoy more than 
one Annuity, upon the Account of one and the 
fame Husband; which one be confined to the 
| lat Place, or Pariſh, into which her Husband 
has been legally inſtituted and inductec. 
XIV. That but one Widow be capable, at 
one Time, of receiving any Annuity belonging 
to any one Beneficſſe.. Ng 
XV. That the Bank continue open to re- 
ceive, as well as pay, to all future Generations. 
XVI. That, if any Widow be more than 
Ten Years younger than her Husband, ſhe be 
obliged to ſtay ſo many Years after his Deceaſe, 
before ſhe can claim her ſuppos'd Annuity. © | 
XVII. That a certain Snm be fix'd upon, 
leſs than which, no Man is to offer, or the 
Bank to receive. eln $3999 
XVIII. That one and the fame Proportion 
be inviolably obſerved ; namely, ſuch a yearly 
Rate of each Sum paid in, that there may be 
no poſſible Room for bargaining or altering ; 
which, if ſuffter*d; would ſoon make the whole 
degenerate into Fraud and Oppreſſion. of 
XIX. Laſtly, That this fixed Proportion of 
each Sum paid in, be no leſs than the Fourth 
Part of each principal Sum: In other Words, 
Five and Twenty per Cent. which, as it ſhall 
happen to become due, by the Deaths of Cler- 
gymen, Cc. is duly to be paid to each of their 
Widows, as ſhe ſhall claim, and ſhew her 
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De Methods of the Banks E n 
7 dh tlie Secniit be: thin he 

Jp — . — be git good, 
that all the married Clergyritec that are able, 
will contribute to this Bank - ſuch Suis as 
they can raiſe ; ſince to this End, they need 
be: enclined by no other Motive, than what 
is common to all Men, the Proſpe& of Advan- 
to their Wives and Children. It were no 


| very ill Bargain, for a Man to give a Hundred 


Ponnds, f for the Certainty of Five and Twenty 
Pounds a Year, for Life only, to his Widow 


after his Deceaſe: But to have it a perpetual 
Jointure to all his Succeſſors Widows for ever, is 


certainly a Conſideration of ſome additional 
Weight, with all that are of A publickt and 
charitable trit. ens 

II. Of the vaſt Sums given ul, and all 
moſt daily, in the Way of Charity, it may 
reaſonably be preſum'd, tlrat ſome conlitlera- 
ble Part may flow to this Bank; if the __ 
poſal it ſelf be generally approv'd of Zi 
III. Should this laſt be ſuppos'd to — 
it: were natural to ſuppoſe that, in a reform'd 
and generally pious Nation, ſome general Con. 


tribution might, at firſt; be ſet on Foot, ei- 


ther by publiek Authority, or the moſt conſi- 
derable of private Perſons, which might 285 
al- 


a Countenance to it in the Beginning 


ſo raiſe a Sum ſufficient to — the Anal 1 


| t 11; ]* 

of all remaining 8 in every Pas 
riſn or Benefice in Englan. 
IV. It depends on no more than the Apprd: 
bation of One ſingle Perſon, whether our Good; 
and Gracious, and Charitable QUEEN, ou d 
not contribute her Princely Favour, at leaſt in 
the Beginning, towards ſo well-meaning a 
Deſign, , However, | I know) this, that ' my 
Conjecture of this Matter, is one of the heſt 
Arguments I have, to prove the Seaſonable: 
neſs at this Time of my preſent Propoſal.” 
V. Suppoſe a Day were, once à Year, "ns 
pointed of publick Worſhip to God, (aſter the 
Manner of che Society for the Sons of the 
Clergy, as well as others in this Nation) 
wherein ſome Perſon, of the higheſt Eminence, 
would condeſcend to recommend from the 
Pulpit, the Advancement of this Deſign: It 
may be judged, that ſuch a Day wouſd (be- 
ſicdles its is Advantages) as often produce 
ſome conſiderable Contribution. 
VI. It may be permitted to all marked) 
or other Perſons indifferently, to place Sums 
here at Pleaſure; for the Benefit of their own 
Widows, or any others of due Age, in the 
_ firſt Place; and, upbn their Deceaſe, to go 
for ever to the Widow of ſome deneßße d 
Clergyman, as aforeſaid, whoſe Place, or Pa- 
riſh, is to be nam'd and regiſter'd, at the 
Time of the putting in theſe ſuppos'd Sums. 

VII. Might not the Corporation of Clergy- 
mens Sons be very aſſiſting in this Matter, 
the chief Deſign of whoſe Charter is, as T have 


— provide for the Widows of Clergy- 
men ? 


— 


[12] 
Might not ſome Part of their Stock be 


men ? 


apply d to this Purpoſe, and make a more ef- 


tual 7 104 207 ay 9 they 33 
concern ' d for, than they do, or can . 
do, in the Method they now proceed 2 If 
what they already have is ſo 11 Ae end, 
as that it is not in their Power to alter its 


Courſe, would not theit Intereſt be very well 
ſpent, in endeavouring to turn future Chari- 


ties, deſign'd for the Relief of Clergymens 
TR into this Channel? 

VIII. It is to be ſuppos'd that Men, who 
are of themſel ves inclin'd to be charitable this 


Way, would name Pariſhes, and leave Sums of 


Money, in their Wills, to be lodg'd in this 
Bank; - becauſe it ſeems to be a more effectual 
and reputable Way of providing for the Wi- 


dows of Clergymen, than buil ing Colleges 
and Hoſpitals 2 


make a comfortable Proviſion for the Widows 
of divers Pariſhes. 


IX. Laſch, It is to be conſider'd, that were 


ſuch a Bank begun, it is to laſt for ever, by 
the original Conſtitution of it ; which would 
certainly, in Time, add vaſtly to its Stock. 


(Were there- * Danger of its growing too 


Rally we all know where the Power lies, 
at any Time, to put a Stop to its A 


CHAB. 


their Reception. The Mo- 
_ ney — laid out on ſuch a Fabrick; wou'd 
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Cave, III. 
The Bank's Advantages. | 


I. LIERE are huge Sums of Money ſuppos'd 
I to be in their Hands, to be us'd or diſ- 

pos d of in ſuck gainful Manners as they are 

beſt acquainted with, who converſe with large 


Sums, eſpecially about the Court. | 
II. For this, no Intereſt is to be paid, dur- 
ing the Lives of thoſe Clergymen, whoſe 
Names or Benefices are enter'd at the Times 
of Payment. This, upon a moderate Com- 
putation, amounts to a Seven Year's entire 
Exemption. Which ſeven Years will ſtill con- 
tinue to be ſo many before hand; or rather, 
they will increaſe, if every. Year continue to 
produce new Contributions. However, yet 
one ſeven Years Exemption from paying any 
Intereſt, is no inconſiderable Advantage. 
III. Though every Clergyman's Widow 
that ſhall be, upon the Deceaſe of their pre- 
ſent Husbands, were all in adual Pay; yet 
we may reaſonably gueſs, that not aboye a 
ſixth Part (in Widows) of the Number of the 
Benefices in England, would, one Time with 
another, receive the Benefit of this, at one 
Time, Suppoſe then 10000 Benefices, each 
endow*'d with 100 Pounds. The Sum is juſt a 
Million. Of this, the common Intereſt is no 
leſs than 60000 Pounds. Now, each Widow 
s ſuppos'd to receive yearly the Sum of 25 
Poynds ; their N umher, as the ſixth Part of the 
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Number of Benefices, is 1666. This makes the 
yearly Sum receiy'd by them all, no more than 
416 50 Pounds; which is 183 50 Pounds leſs than 
the common Intereſt of the Money in Stock for 
them; which laſt mentioned Sum is ſolely the 
Bank's Advantage. 7 
IV. That, over and above each reſpective 
Sum paid into the Bank, one Hundredth Part 
be given, in Conſideration of the aforeſaid 
Note, or Ticket, 'receiv*d at the fame Time. 
This (on the Suppoſition of but 100 Pounds 
ſor each Benefice) would, in ſeven Years 
Time, amount to as many Pounds as there are 
Benefices in England, or perhaps more, as it 
ſhall happen. 1212 
V. That every Clergyman, whoſe Benefice 
is already endow'd, be obliged, at his Day 
of Marriage, Tories Quoties, to pay one 
Fiftieth Part of the principal Sum, put in he- 
ſore, for the Widow of his Benefice; as a ne- 
ceſſary Condition of his own Wife's Right to 
itz 'afrer his DeceaſaeeGGqe. 
VI. That, in all future Times, when the 
laft Widow in Pay, belonging to any Bene- 
Fice, ſhall happen to die, the preſent Incum- 
bent be obliged to pay (as a Seiſure and Re- 
cognition of his own future Widow's Title) 
-one Five and Twentieth Part of the principal 
'Sum, laid in before, for the Widow of his Pa- 
Tiſh, or Beneſie. 1 
3a <; al nom: 
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To CONCLUDE. 


4 | Suppoſe there will be Weight enough 
found, in theſe Adyantages, to over-bear 


any | Objection, taken from the Temptation 


which ſuch a fix*d Joynture, or Settlement, 


would be to a Clergyman, to multiply to 
himſelf Wives ſucceſſively, either lightly, or 


for the Benefit of his Children, or the like. 


For doubtleſs it will be found, upon Compu- 
tation, and in Fact, that the Bank would be 


more than qualify'd, in Virtue of theſe Advan- 
tages, to ſupply conſtant Payment, to at leaſt 


one third Part of all the Benefices in England. 
Beſides, as to the Objection it ſelf, it may 
be anſwer'd; Firſt, That Men and Women 


will till be mortal; not to obſerve that the 


Diſadvantage, on the Account of Child- bearing, 


is on the Woman's Side. Secondly, That we 


have no Reaſon to think, that the Number of 
the married Clergy would be, in the leaſt, 
increaſed by the Succeſs of this Propofal. 
Thirdly, That however things may happen, as 
to late and unequal Marriages, there is ſuffici- 
ent Proviſion made againſt that Inconvenien- 


ey, in the XVIth Artiele of the firſt Chapter. 
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of Exgland, (by means of their Friends and 
Correſpondents) who might be loth to allow 


. vantage of All 


[ 16 J * | 25 * 
An APTE R-THO U HT. 


OR the continual Supply of the fore- 
mentioned Bank, (being once ſettled, and 
— its Wheels ſuppole a Box, in the pub- 
lick Office aforeſaid, with a Chink, as uſually 
in our Churches, wherein any the leaſt Sum. 
might be dropt at Pleaſure. It might per- 
haps receive Supplies from very diſtant Parts 


ſo much, at one Time, as the Bank is ſuppoꝰd 
to demand, by the XVIIth Article of the Fr/t 
Chapter ; and at the ſame Time would beſtow 
what they will allow, in the moſt private 
Manner. Were ſuch a Thing in Act, the 
Rule of appropriating it, n i: bs but this 
One; namely, That all Monies, ſo put in, 
ſhould remain in the Box, till ſome one comes, 
with at leaſt io much to offer as the Bank de- 
mands: Wich done, he ſhall have the Ad- 
that in the Box, together with 
his own, for the Benefit of what Widow. he 
ſhall pleaſe to name, Eee n 
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Tio who hats any Thing to communicate , to the 
Author of this ropoſal, may be inform'd haw 
to write to him 20 the Publiſher thereof, 


